MATHEMATICS ENHANCEMENT COURSE (MEC) 

The MEC is designed to open up fresh opportunities for careers in Secondary Mathematics teaching to a large number of graduates of all ages who will previously have been ineligible because of their first degree choice of subject. 

The MEC aims to enhance the breadth and depth of knowledge and understanding of mathematics, so as to enable participants to go on to achieve successful completion of a 

Secondary Mathematics ITT route, whether via PGCE or GTP. 

The MEC runs from early January to early July. It contains around 500 hours of tutored studies, including 12 days of placement in a partnership secondary school to undertake specific tasks. Most MEC weeks involve 4 campus [or school-based] days, plus one day of directed study. Exceptions are directed study weeks at both school half-terms and for two weeks at Easter. 

In order to attend a MEC, you must be intending to study on an ITT route into Secondary Mathematics, and be able to secure a place before the MEC starts [using the usual GTTR application process or by direct application]. You are advised to start the GTTR process as early as possible to avoid disappointment. 

If you are applying after January and want to join the following year’s January to July 

MEC, there is no need to delay the process of application, as acceptance onto a MEC will allow your GTTR application to be deferred by a year without extra charge or form filling. 

Indicative Course Content 

Spring Term: 

• Core Number & Algebra 

• Decision and Discrete Mathematics 

• Geometry and Mathematical Reasoning 

• Algebra and Trigonometry Functions

• School-based Unit,

 
incorporating: Mathematics: A Human Activity [MAHA]

Summer Term: 

• Mechanics 

• Calculus 

• Mathematical Structure and Proof 

• Probability and Statistics 

• School-based Unit incorporating MAHA, to completion 

You will also carry out an 

• Extended Mathematical Study 

Why This Course? 

• Automatic bursaries of £225 per week are paid by the university, on behalf of the 

Training and Development Agency [TDA], for all 26 weeks of the MEC course, including directed study weeks. 

• MEC is assessed through a portfolio of evidence of work completed and knowledge and understanding acquired. Both you and your ITT route provider will receive a final transcript of your progress. 

• Successful completion of MEC leads directly into any Initial Teacher Training route, such as PGCE, flexible PGCE, or GTP mostly offered in the region of Hampshire, Sussex, Kent, and neighbouring areas, but available nationwide. 

• MEC is available at either the University of Chichester campus in Bognor Regis,

 or at the University Centre Hastings.

FACT FILE 

Further Information:   email: mec@chi.ac.uk or tel. 01243 812064 for introductory information and application advice from Patricia Adams, or to discuss the mathematical content of the course with Adrian Pinel 

GTTR Code: N/A. 

Applicants should apply direct to University of Chichester, through Patricia Adams by email: mec@chi.ac.uk or tel 01243 812064.

If combining MEC with a PGCE, when applying through GTTR use the G1X1 code. 

Length of Programme: 6 months Full Time (This is an accelerated course, so plan for it on that basis) 

Delivery: Full Time 

Entry Requirements: 

First degree should normally contain LESS than 50% of mathematical content, and may contain no mathematics at all.

An ‘AS’ or ‘A2’ Level in Mathematics or equivalent is normally required, although equivalences and mature experience will be considered.

GCSE (Minimum Grade C) /’0’ Levels – in English Language and Mathematics 

Conditional acceptance on a PGCE or other ITT route into Secondary Maths before the start of the MEC course in January.

As a school placement is involved, all successful applicants will have to obtain an Enhanced Disclosure from the Criminal Records Bureau and complete a satisfactory Medical Declaration before commencement of the course. 

Interview: All applicants who meet the TDA’s entrance criteria, or who are adjudged potentially to have sufficient equivalence in their application details are either referred by their ITT provider after interview for that course, or in specific cases granted advisory interviews for MEC. Interviews for ITT will take place as usual at your chosen provider, while specific MEC advisory interviews [if required] will normally take place either at University of Chichester or the University of Brighton. 

Applicants to MEC + PGCE combinations at the University of Chichester may be able to be interviewed for both courses on the same day.

Interviews for each MEC are suspended once the cohort is fully recruited, with up to five reserve places allocated.

Expressions of interest in the following year can still be received at any stage. 

Campus: Bognor Regis [25 places], or Hastings Centre [25 places]

Extra places – up to 30 at each venue may be applied for to TDA if recruitment demand is sufficiently high.

Combination: No combined courses – leads directly onto PGCE or GTP 

